[A case of craniopharyngioma with intratumoral hemorrhage].
A patient of craniopharyngioma associated with intratumoral bleeding was reported. A 44-year-old female was admitted to our department with sudden onset of headache suggesting pituitary apoplexy. On admission, she complained of mild bifrontalgia and neurological examination revealed no abnormality except bitemporal hemianopsia. Hormonal examination indicated hypopituitarism with masked diabetes insipidus and chronic thyroiditis. MRI showed a cystic 12 x 10 x 10 mm tumor with an enhanced rim at the intra- and suprasellar region. The MRI findings of the cyst suggested intratumoral bleeding with various stages. CT and plain tomography revealed plane calcification adjusting or aligning itself to the floor of the sellar. This calcification was difficult to distinguish from the sellar floor on MRI. Under the diagnosis of craniopharyngioma, almost all of the tumor was removed, using the transsphenoidal approach. The cyst consisted of old hematoma and cholesterin. The histological examination revealed a stratified squamous epithelia with numerous immature blood vessels. Such findings are unusual in cases of craniopharyngioma. Craniopharyngioma is rarely associated with intratumoral hemorrhage. The mechanism of this hemorrhage was discussed with reference to the literature on this subject.